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Speaker Profile

Professor Theo Gavrielides

Founder and Director, RI4AIl
International Institute; Visiting Professor
University Arts London and University of
Free State (South Africa)

SECTOR Restorative justice, youth justice
and human rights

QUALIFICATIONS PhD in Law (LSE);
Master's in Human Rights Law
(Nottingham); LLB (Athens); criminal law
barrister (Middle Temple Inn);

RECOGNITION & AWARDS

« 2026: Award winner in the Social
Change category of the 2026
International Book Awards for Power,
Race, and Justice

¢ 2026: Finalist in the category of the
2026 International Book Awards

¢ Current Events

e 2024: Top 20 Highly Ranked Scholar
(Justice)- ScholarGPS

¢ 2023: Outstanding Book Award 2023
(3rd finalist) American Society of
Criminology-Division of International
Criminology (ASC-DIC)

e 2023: Top 16 Highly Ranked Scholar
(Justice)- ScholarGPS

e 2022:Wikipedia Living Authors

e 2021:The Liberty of the Old
Metropolitan Borough of Bermondsey,
Civic Award

Restorative Justice for All International Institute

Rotherhithe Community Centre, 30 Plough Way, London SE16 “3

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE - THE EVIDENCE
A Pilot for the Youth Justice System of England & Wales
Opening Conference - Tuesday 15 September 2026 - London Marriott Hotel, Regent's Park

BIOGRAPHY

Professor Theo Gavrielides (Ph.D) is a legal philosopher and one of the world’s
leading experts in restorative justice, human rights and youth justice. As a
restorative justice leader and a criminal law barrister, he believes in the power of
communities and individual action in addressing power abuses and human suffering.

Theo is also a single dad of a very energetic and ambitious teenager. He defines as
“Greek Londoner” and as “European” with a world citizenship status.

He is the Founder and Director of the Restorative Justice for All (RJ4All) International
Institute. He also founded and is the Editor-in-Chief of RI4All Publications, which is
the publishing arm of RJ4All. He set up RJ4All Sports the fitness branch of RJ4All as
well as RJ4All Education, the educational arm of RJ4AIl.

Professor Gavrielides is a Visiting Professor at University Arts London (Central Saint
Martins), Buckinghamshire New University and the University of Free State in South
Africa.

He is the Founder and Editor-in-Chief of the peer-reviewed Youth Voice Journal and
Internet Journal of Restorative Justice. He is the coordinator of over 50 EU funded
projects on violent radicalisation, hate crime, migration, restorative justice, youth
and human rights. Dr. Gavrielides is the Convener of the Level 5 Diploma in
Restorative Justice Practice and of over 40 CPD courses.

He is an advisor to the European Commission, a Member of the International Expert
Panel of Social Sciences of the Slovak Research and Development Agency, a Member
of the Prisons Rehabilitation and Reintegration Panel of the EU Knowledge Hub on
Prevention of Radicalisation and a member of the Hall Committee of the Honourable
Society of Middle Temple Inn.

SPEECH SUMMARY
The conference will be chaired by Professor Theo Gavrielides.

His keynote “No More Excuses” will open the event putting it in the context of the
project and Shared Practice Model that will be launched on the day. His keynote will
highlight the need for getting it right for young people who continue to be let down
by the youth justice system. Sharing and learning are the key aims of the event
which will be highlighted in this presentation as well as the need for reaching
consensus through power sharing processes. Shifiting mindsets and learning to
change lenses are prerequisites for a successful restorative justice outcome and
indeed protect.
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Stephanie Roberts-Bibby is the Chief Executive Officer and Accounting Officer of the
Youth Justice Board for England and Wales (YJB), the independent public body
responsible for overseeing the youth justice system and advising ministers on how
to prevent children from offending, reduce reoffending and improve outcomes for
children, victims and communities.

A highly respected public sector leader with almost 30 years' experience in criminal
and youth justice, Stephanie began her career as a Prison Officer at Feltham Young
Offender Institution. She has since held a range of senior operational and strategic
leadership roles across the justice system, including governing three prisons, leading
major national transformation programmes, serving in ministerial private office, and
acting as Chief Operating Officer before becoming Chief Executive of the Youth
Justice Board.

Since joining the YJB in 2018, Stephanie has played a pivotal role in shaping national
youth justice policy and practice. Under her leadership, the youth justice system has
continued to achieve record low numbers of children entering the system and in

. _R; custody, while maintaining a relentless focus on preventing and reducing offending,
Stephame Roberts Blbby protecting the public and delivering better outcomes for victims, children and

Chief Executive Officer, Youth Justice communities.
Board for England and Wales

Stephanie is recognised for her commitment to evidence-informed practice,
partnership working and system leadership. She has championed initiatives to
reduce unnecessary criminalisation and improve outcomes for children from Black
and minority ethnic backgrounds, including leading the development of the London
EXPERIENCE Almost 30 years in public Accommodation Project, which provides community-based alternatives to custodial
sector leadership remand.

SECTOR Youth and criminal justice

Outside work, Stephanie enjoys running, cycling, knitting and spending time
outdoors and with family and friends. She is married and has a daughter and three
cats.

AT THE YJB SINCE 2018

SPEECH SUMMARY

Stephanie Roberts-Bibby will reinforce the Youth Justice Board's commitment to
the Child First decision-making framework and evidence base, which holds that
children must be treated fairly, supported to build on their strengths, and guided
to address the harm caused by offending. Restorative approaches play a vital role
in this vision, helping children understand the impact of their actions, elevating
victims' voices, and strengthening communities.

While restorative justice is widely valued, delivery quality and consistency vary
across England and Wales. She will cover how a newly developed toolkit, co-
designed by practitioners, researchers, sector partners and children with lived
experience, aims to address these variations, enhancing local practice while
maintaining alignment with Child First principles.

Stephanie will stress the importance of building a robust evidence base to guide

future policy, citing resources such as the YJB's Victims Evidence and Insights Pack
2026 and innovative practice across the sector.
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Before joining the Youth Endowment Fund (YEF) as Chief Executive Officer, Jeremy
Miles was a Member of the Welsh Parliament for ten years.

He served in the Welsh Government as Health and Social Care Secretary, Education
and Welsh Language Secretary, and Economy and Energy Secretary, and as Counsel
General, the government's law officer. He was also the minister responsible for
European Transition and for post-Covid planning.

Before being elected, he practised as a solicitor in London and worked in senior
roles in international businesses in the media sector. He has experience as a youth
mentor and was previously a trustee of a social justice think tank in Wales.

SPEECH SUMMARY

In his speech, Jeremy Miles will explore the potential of restorative justice as an
important intervention, while considering the wider questions it raises about how
we understand, evaluate and improve approaches within the youth justice
system. Drawing on the Youth Endowment Fund’s work, he will consider how
promising approaches can be tested rigorously, while recognising the expertise of
practitioners and the experiences of children and victims.

Chief Executive Officer, Youth Jeremy will reflect on YEF’s new pilot of restorative justice across ten Youth
Endowment Fund Justice Services, including the role of the Shared Practice Model in supporting
safe, fair and effective delivery. He will also consider the importance of race
equity, lived experience and understanding what works, for whom and in what
circumstances.

PREVIOUSLY Member of the Welsh The speech will explore the opportunity to build a youth justice system that learns
Parliament for 10 years continuously - bringing together evidence, professional expertise and lived
experience to improve outcomes for children, victims and communities.

Jeremy Miles

SECTOR Youth policy and government

FORMER ROLES Counsel General; Health

and Social Care Secretary; Education and

Welsh Language Secretary; Economy and

Energy Secretary

BACKGROUND Solicitor and senior media “ . . . . .
sector executive before politics Restorative justice has been part of the youth justice

system for decades, yet we still have important questions
about how it should be delivered and what works best for
children and young people. International evidence gives us
reason to think restorative justice can help reduce violence
and reoffending, but we need to understand how that
evidence translates into practice here in the UK. “This pilot
gives us a valuable opportunity to build that knowledge. I'd
like to thank RJ4All, the ten participating Youth Justice
Services and Coram for their work on the project, and
everyone who has contributed to developing the Shared
Practice Model. We look forward to learning from the pilot
and using that evidence to inform future practice.”

In collaboration with:

YOUTH better chances
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Tim Jacques

Prevent Commissioner

SECTOR Counter-terrorism and Prevent
policy

POLICING CAREER 37 years, retiring as
Deputy Assistant Commissioner

NOTABLE Led the policing response to the
Manchester Arena bombing

Restorative Justice for All International Institute
Rotherhithe Community Centre, 30 Plough Way, London SE16

http://rj4all.org @ director@rj4all.org

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE - THE EVIDENCE
A Pilot for the Youth Justice System of England & Wales
Opening Conference - Tuesday 15 September 2026 - London Marriott Hotel, Regent's Park

BIOGRAPHY

Tim Jacques is the UK’s Independent Prevent Commissioner, having been appointed
by the Home Secretary in April 2026. His background is 37 years in policing, finishing
in 2024 as a Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Counter Terrorism Policing in the
role of Senior National Coordinator (SNC) for Prevent and Pursue.

Over 37 years Tim served as a patrol officer, firearms officer, firearms commander,
and hostage negotiator, though most of his career was spent in intelligence and
investigations.

Before joining CTP-HQ, Tim was an accredited “CT Commander” and in May 2017,
on the night of the Manchester Arena attack where 22 people were murdered, Tim
was appointed to lead the post attack CT operations to mitigate any outstanding
threat to UK national security.

Tim left policing in 2024 to set up a new charity in his hometown and has recently
opened a £12m purpose-built “Youth Zone” already providing a wide range of
positive activities to over 2500 young people aged 8-19 (or up to 25 with additional
needs).

SPEECH SUMMARY

Tim will speak about his time in policing (including as Chair of Lancashire’s
reducing reoffending board), his experience of restorative justice interventions,
his views on positive psychology, and the changing nature of Prevent and referrals
and the relevance restorative justice may have for Prevent interventions.

“Whether we are working to prevent young people being
drawn into harm or helping them take responsibility when
things have gone wrong, the principle is the same: early, well-
evidenced intervention changes lives. Restorative justice offers
exactly that, a chance to address the root causes of offending
and repair relationships before they escalate into a cycle of
harm. | welcome RJ4AIll's work to build a consistent, tested
model for restorative justice in the youth justice system.”
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Dr. Emily Blackshaw

Research Manager, Coram

SECTOR Research, evaluation and youth
mental health

ROLE Leads quantitative methods across a
portfolio of projects at Coram

BACKGROUND Previously at Mind and
King's College London

PUBLICATIONS Child and Adolescent
Mental Health; Health Services and Delivery
Research

Restorative Justice for All International Institute
Rotherhithe Community Centre, 30 Plough Way, London SE16

http://rj4all.org @ director@rj4all.org

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE - THE EVIDENCE
A Pilot for the Youth Justice System of England & Wales
Opening Conference - Tuesday 15 September 2026 - London Marriott Hotel, Regent's Park

BIOGRAPHY

Emily is Senior Research Manager at the Coram Institute and Principal Investigator
for the Youth Restorative Justice Pilot Randomised Controlled Trial.

Emily is an experienced mixed methods researcher, leading on quantitative methods
across a portfolio of projects at Coram, such as their recent multi-site RCT of family
group conferencing at pre-proceedings.

Emily has a particular interest in youth mental health and social-materialist models
of distress, which she developed during her time working at Mind, her PhD on
measurement in youth mental health, and her time as a researcher at King's College
London.

Emily's research publications include contributions to Child and Adolescent Mental
Health and Health Services and Delivery Research.

SPEECH SUMMARY

This presentation examines why robust evidence matters in youth restorative
justice and how practitioners and researchers can work together through this
pilot randomised controlled trial to strengthen knowledge and ultimately achieve
better outcomes for children and victims. The session will conclude with a Q&A,
providing practitioners with the opportunity to discuss any uncertainties and
challenges arising from the pilot.

“We’re excited to work with Youth Justice Services and RJ4All
to create new evidence on the potential of restorative
approaches to improve outcomes for children, people who
have been harmed, and communities. This work will help us
understand what is feasible in terms of evaluating restorative
justice and how future research can build on this to inform
practice and policy.”
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